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Can pools and lawns 
cohabitate peacefully? 


n most cases, pool water will not damage lawns because the chlor¬ 
ine level is not high enough. 

The backyard has become a go-to destination for warm weather 
recreation. As the “staycation” has grown in popularity, more effort 
has been put forth in making the backyard a place where all members 
of the household can enjoy themselves. That means merging interests 
into one space. A pool may be competing for acreage along with a 
decorative patch of lawn. Some homeowners wonder if lawns and 
pools can be successful alongside each other. 

Many question if chlorinated pool water poses any ill effects on 
the grass in the backyard. In addition to splash-out of water during 
fan times in the pool, water also will be tracked across the lawn from 
children and adults exiting the pool or will flood the grass when it is 
necessary to clean and “backwash” the filter. Will you be left with a 
dried-out patch of chlorine-burnt lawn? Probably not. 

Healthy chlorine levels in a pool are kept so that the pool water 
is generally on par with the chlorine levels contained in regular tap 
water. You wouldn’t hesitate turning on the hose to water your lawn, 
so you shouldn’t be overly concerned about pool water splashing out 
of the pool, particularly if you are stringent about maintaining the 
proper pH levels and chlorine levels. Also, soil can withstand chlor¬ 
ine at high acid levels and is pretty resilient about self-correcting. 


Furthermore, grass blades are selective about which nutrients they 
absorb, so excess chlorine likely will not penetrate the grass blades. 

Chlorine also dissipates in the sun. Therefore, while the levels may 
be elevated upon just hitting the grass, over a short while the chlorine 
will essentially be used up and pose no additional threat to the sur¬ 
rounding lawn. 

Some people have actually said that watering your lawn with pool 
water can be an eco-friendly way of curbing water usage. Therefore, it 
may be safely used on lawns and most flowering plants. It is unadvis- 
able to water vegetable gardens with pool water because of any trace 
levels of other chemicals that may be found in the pool water. 

Homeowners still concerned about exposing their lawns to pool 
water can create a buffer zone around the pool. Inground pools are 
traditionally bordered by concrete or patio blocks. Place stone or 
mulch around the perimeter of an above-ground pool to catch any 
splashes and to create a barrier between the pool and the lawn. Also, 
direct backwashed water through a long tube and have it flow it to an 
area away from the lawn. 

Pool owners who want to have vibrant grass likely don’t need to 
worry about chlorine damaging their lawns. In fact, the lawns may 
flourish with the extra watering. 
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P lanting a vegetable garden can be a worthwhile endeavor for 
anyone who has an available patch of land. Gardens need not 
take up much space, and even apartment dwellers without 
yards can plant small gardens in containers they place on terraces or 
window boxes. 

Although establishing a garden is easy enough, beginners may 
make a few mistakes along the way. Those who already have paved 
the garden way before can offer novice gardeners some worthwhile 

One of the first decisions novice gardeners must make is which 
crops to grow. This will help determine how much land you will need 
and which supplies or soil amendments will be necessary. According 
to The Old Farmer’s Almanac, a common error for beginners is plant¬ 
ing too much and more than anyone could ever consume, so it’s best 
to start small and be proud of that small garden. 

Plants such as peppers, squash and tomatoes produce throughout 
the season, so you may not need many plants to provide for your 
needs. Less prolific plants may require a greater investment to pro¬ 


duce a similar yield. 

Locate your garden in an area that gets adequate sun. Many vege¬ 
tables need between six and eight hours of sunlight per day. Without 
enough light, they will not bear as much and could be susceptible 
to insect infestation. Vegetables and fruit also need plenty of water 
because they’re not very drought-tolerant, so keep gardens close to a 

Another good tip is to locate the garden near the house or bar¬ 
becue grill. This way you can easily harvest fresh produce and use it 
when cooking. 

Soil preparation is also key. Till the soil and remove debris like 
rocks, sticks and hard clumps of dirt. Work with organic material, 
such as manure or compost. Apply mulch after planting to help main¬ 
tain moisture levels in the soil. 

Plant the tallest crops at the rear of your garden bed. Work forward 
with shorter crops. Try to leave a foot or more between planting rows. 

It’s easy to get a garden started and enjoy fresh food for many 
months to come. }*■ 
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A s winter slowly winds down, many gardeners cannot wait to 
soak up the springtime sun and get their hands dirty in the 
garden. Such excitement is not just good for gardeners, but 
can benefit the garden in the months to come as well. 

Late winter or early spring is a great time to get a head start on the 
gardening season. Even if gardening season is still around the corner, 
completing the following projects can ensure your garden gets off on 
the right foot. 

CLEAR DEBRIS 

One of the best things you can do for your garden as winter winds 
down is to clear it of debris. Winter can be especially harsh on a 
landscape, and gardens left to the elements are often filled with debris 
once spring arrives. Dead leaves, fallen branches, rocks that surfaced 
during the winter frost, and even garbage that might have blown 
about in winter winds can all pile up in a garden over a typical winter. 
Clearing such debris likely won’t take long, but it’s a great first step 
toward restoring the garden before the time comes to plant and grow 
the garden once again. 

EXAMINE THE SOIL 

Soil plays a significant role in whether a garden thrives or strug¬ 
gles. Examining the soil before the season starts can help gardeners 
address any issues before they plant. Ignoring the soil until a problem 
arises can turn the upcoming gardening season into a lost opportun¬ 
ity, so test the soil to determine if it has any nutrient or mineral defi¬ 
ciencies. This may require the help of a professional, but if a problem 
arises, you might be able to adjust the acidity or alkalinity of the soil 
and still enjoy a successful gardening season. 

Another way to examine the soil is less complex but can shed light 


on when would be a good time to get back to work. Reach into the 
soil and dig out a handful. If the soil quickly crumbles, you can start 
preparing for gardening seasoning. But if the soil is still clumped 
together, it needs more time to dry out before you can begin your 
prep work. 

INITIATE EDGING 

Edging is another task gardeners can begin as they get ready for the 
season. Edge plant and flower beds, but be sure to use a spade with a 
flat blade or an edger designed to edge flower beds. Such tools will cut 
deep enough so grass roots that may eventually grow into the flower 
bed are severed. Depending on how large a garden is, edging can be 
a time-consuming task, so getting a head start allows homeowners 
to spend more time planting and tending to their gardens once the 
season hits full swing. 

FIGHT WEEDS 

Though weeds likely have not survived the winter, that does not 
mean they won’t return once the weather starts to heat up. But as 
inevitable as weeds may seem, homeowners can take steps to prevent 
them from turning beautiful gardens into battlegrounds where plants, 
flowers and vegetables are pitted against unsightly and potentially 
harmful weeds. Spring is a good time to apply a pre-emergent weed 
preventer, which can stop weeds before they grow. Though such 
solutions are not always foolproof, they can drastically reduce the 
likelihood of weed growth. 

Though gardeners might not be able to start planting their gardens 
in late winter or early spring, they can still get outside and take steps 
to ensure their gardens thrive once planting season begins. 
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L awns and gardens tend to draw the bulk of homeowners’ atten¬ 
tion come spring and summer. But it’s important that property 
owners tend to the trees that dot their property as well. 

The types of trees homeowners have on their property may influence 
when it’s time to trim and prune the trees. Homeowners concerned 
about tree maintenance should speak with local landscaping profes¬ 
sionals and tree services about caring for the trees on their specific 
properties, but there are a few tricks to pruning trees that homeowners 
should keep in mind when dusting off their gardening tools. 

PRUNE AT THE RIGHT TIME. 

The Arbor Day Foundation* notes that pruning during dormancy 
(i.e., winter) is the most common practice. Pruning in late winter, after 
the season’s coldest temperatures have passed, can lead to impressive 
and healthy growth in the spring. The ADF advises that some trees, 
including maple and birches, may bleed sap during pruning. But this is 
normal and should cease as the tree starts to bloom. Novice landscap¬ 
ers should confirm with landscaping professionals about the best time 
to prune trees on their properties to ensure they are not inadvertently 
harming the trees or making them more vulnerable to fungus. 

USE APPROPRIATE TOOLS. 

When removing branches, use sharp tools to minimize damage to 
the bark. The ADF notes that young trees are best pruned with one- 
hand pruning shears with curved blades. For trees with high branches, 
use a pole pruner or hire a professional tree service. Novices should 


avoid anything too risky when pruning their trees, leaving the more 
difficult jobs to the professionals. 

FOLLOW THE RULES OF PRUNING. 

When pruning trees, the ADF advises homeowners follow the 
one-third and a quarter rules of pruning. In adherence to these rules, 
no more than a quarter of a tree’s crown is removed in a single season, 
and main side branches are at least one-third smaller than the diameter 
of the trunk. When trimming deciduous trees, homeowners should 
never prune up from the bottom more than one-third of the tree’s 
total height. Finally, where possible, homeowners should aim for side 
branches that form angles that are one-third off vertical to form 10 
o’clock or 2 o’clock angles with the trunk. 

WATER CORRECTLY. 

Like lawns and gardens, trees need water to thrive. Insufficient 
watering can make it hard for trees to thrive in summer, but over¬ 
watering can be harmful, too. The ADF suggests that watering each 
tree for 30 seconds with a steady stream of water from a garden hose 
equipped with a diffuser nozzle should be sufficient. Newly planted 
trees may need more help as they try to establish deep root systems, so 
consider laying mulch around newly planted trees. Mulch helps the soil 
retain moisture and form deeper, stronger root systems. 

Trees maintenance should be a priority as homeowners once again 
start tending to their lawns and gardens. More information about car¬ 
ing for trees is available at www.arborday.org. 
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professional lawn service can save homeowners time, money 
and mistakes. 

The desire to have a pristine, well-manicured landscape 
leads many homeowners to toil outdoors for hours every weekend. 
Hiring a professional landscaper can free up homeowners’ time and 
help them ensure their yards are cared for properly. 

One of the benefits of hiring a landscaper is the time savings. 
Landscapers typically have commercial-grade equipment that can 
dramatically reduce the time it takes to mow and perform other 
maintenance tasks around your property. Furthermore, some servi¬ 
ces have multiple employees working concurrently, enabling them 
to tackle several projects at the same time and complete them in a 
fraction of the time it would take a homeowner working on his or 
her own. 

Landscapers familiar with botany and landscape design under¬ 
stand how to properly care for plants and trees on your property, 
while novice green thumbers may be unaware about when to prune 
trees and shrubs, at what height to cut the lawn and which plants 
will thrive in particular locations. Such do-it-yourself maintenance 
may even cost more money than leaving it to a professional. 

Hiring a professional landscaper is, in many instances, more eco¬ 
nomical. For a certain weekly or monthly fee, homeowners receive 


the benefit of professional knowledge and execution. Also, home- 
owners will not have the expense of purchasing the various tools 
and equipment necessary for lawn and garden maintenance, tools 
and equipment that include lawnmowers, string weeders, edgers, 
fertilizer, grass seed, leaf blowers, and shovels. 

Another benefit is the lawn will continue to be mowed whether 
a homeowner is home or not. During the spring and summer vaca¬ 
tion season, it’s easy for homeowners to overlook their lawn and 
garden in favor of recreation and leisure activities. Without proper 
watering and maintenance, lawns and gardens can brown or over¬ 
growth can occur. But hiring a landscaping service allows home- 
owners to rest assured that their yards will be maintained whether 
they’re home or not. 

Hiring a local landscaping service will not only benefit home- 
owners, but also it will benefit the local economy. Residents can feel 
comfortable knowing their lawn service will be available for calls 
when needed and will be familiar with the community. Also, local 
contractors may go the extra mile to earn your business recommen¬ 
dation. 

Hiring a landscaping service can be advantageous to homeowners 
who want to free up time and still enjoy a well-maintained land- 
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Deer-proofing a garden 


C reating a beautiful and bountiful garden is a popular pastime 
for people all across the country. It is important to keep in 
mind that aesthetically appealing plants may be appetizing to 
area wildlife, including deer. Those who do not want their gardens 
to turn into all-you-can-eat buffets for deer, rabbits and other wild 
animals can take a more proactive approach to gardening. 

Deer are opportunists who will no doubt see your garden as a 
salad bar ripe with all of their favorite foods. As housing develop¬ 
ments continue to encroach on the natural habitats of deer and other 
animals, these animals are becoming more visible. Deer may not be 
able to forage for food effectively in their smaller, natural surround¬ 
ings, or they may become accustomed to the “easy pickings” they find 
in neighborhood yards. Either way, you may encounter a deer in or 
around your area. 

Keeping deer at bay involves some work and maintenance on the 
part of a homeowner. There are safe and humane methods to repel¬ 
ling deer, or at least blocking access to the plants worth protecting. 
Here are the main ways to deer-proof a garden. 

FENCE IT 

Fences are one way to deter deer from entering a yard and din¬ 
ing on your garden. Keep in mind that deer can jump fences that 
are quite tall, but they have to be especially motivated to jump an 
eight-foot-tall fence. Still, they tend to be weary about scaling a fence 
when they cannot see what is on the other side. Therefore, if you are 
fencing out deer, choose a fence that camouflages the garden well and 
completely encloses the area to be protected. If you do not want the 
fence to be solid, consider putting stakes or thorny plants within the 
garden so that the deer will hesitate to jump into the garden. 

SCARE THEM 

Deer are naturally skittish around people, but over time they can 
become quite complacent around human beings. Once a deer decides 
that something will not present a threat, the deer can adapt to its 
presence. 

Motion-activated devices may not work, nor the presence of pets. 
Predator urine is typically an effective way at keeping deer at bay. 
Bottled coyote urine can be quite effective, although human urine 
may work as well. Reapplying the product weekly around the plants is 
a good idea. 

REPEL THE DEER 

There are many organic or chemically-based products on the mar¬ 
ket that deer may find offensive to the taste or smell. 

Hot pepper, sulfur and eggs or even the use of soapy water have 
been successful in certain instances. The use of blood meal or even 
human hair around the garden may repel the deer and keep them on 
a different foraging path. However, remember that any deer that is 


very hungry may ignore unpleasant tastes or smells for a quick bite. 

CHANGE PLANTS 

If other food sources are available, there are some species of plants 
and trees that deer will avoid. Filling your garden with these plants 
can help you maintain a beautiful, albeit untasty, environment for 

WHEN PLANTING ANNUALS, SELECT AMONG: 

* Alyssum 

* Begonias 

* Calendula 

* Celosia 

* Dianthus 

* Foxglove 

* Geraniums 

* Poppy 

* Snapdragons 

IN TERMS OF PERENNIALS, PLANT THESE ITEMS ONCE, AND 
DEER COULD STAY AWAY: 

* Ageratum 

* Anemone 

* Astibe 

* Bearded iris 

* Catmint 

* Honeysuckle 

* Lantana 

* Monkshood 

* Rock rose 

* Rosemary 

* Soapwort 

* Wisteria 

PLANT THESE HERBS ALONGSIDE FLOWERS FOR EVEN MORE 
PROTECTION: 

* Eucalyptus 

* Garlic 

* Mint 

* Thyme 

* Wintergreen 

Gardeners who use a combination of methods to keep deer out of 
their yards and gardens may have a higher success rate at deterring 
these animals, f*. 
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G ardening can be an enjoyable activity for adults and children 
alike. Gardening encourages creative thinking and can make 
for an eco-friendly activity as well. 

Adding a touch of whimsy to gardening can make it that much 
more attractive to children. Perhaps that is why fairy gardens have 
become so popular among youngsters. Fairy gardens can be designed 
in outdoor gardens or in containers that children can nurse and enjoy 
indoors. Here are six steps to get your fairy garden up and running. 

1. CHOOSE YOUR CONTAINER OR LOCATION. 

Decide where to place the fairy garden. Hollowed-out tree stumps 
are both contained and outdoors, and kids may feel like the fair¬ 
ies inhabited this neglected area of the yard and made it their own. 
Otherwise, use containers you already have, such as old pots, hanging 
baskets, picnic baskets or cookie tins. Wooden birdhouses with their 
roofs removed also can make for clever places to house the gardens. 

2. CHOOSE A THEME. 

Fairy houses can take on any theme their creators prefer. Themes 
help children decide what to include in their gardens. For example, a 
seaside retreat may work well with little reclining chairs, sea grasses 
and succulents. You can then complete the theme by adding some 
seashells and colored stones. 

3. DRAW UP YOUR DESIGN. 

Before securing anything in the container or digging into your 


garden bed, sketch out a garden design. This gives you an idea of how 
the finished product will look. Even before planting, gently place 
plants and other components in their spots and move them around 
accordingly until you find the desired look. 

4. INCLUDE SIMILAR-NEEDS PLANTS. 

Mixing plants that have different requirements can make it challen¬ 
ging to care for the fairy garden, so select plants that require similar 
levels of sunlight, prefer similar soil conditions and require roughly 
the same amount of watering. Herbs are a smart choice because they 
stay small and are easily maintained. 

5. DON’T FORGET A FAIRY DWELLING. 

You will need to add a house for the fairies to inhabit. Small bird 
houses can work, but you also can consider old teapots, bird-nesting 
boxes or even homemade houses assembled out of bark and twigs. 

Use your imagination and the garden will take on a life of its own. 

6. INVITE THE FAIRIES. 

Children can invite fairies to take up residence (fairies often show 
up at night and tend to remain unseen), or children can create their 
own fairies using craft materials. 

Fairy gardens are a fun way to introduce children to gardeing. Once 
families get started, they may want to create entire fairy villages. f». 
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Simple steps 
to a greener 


M any homeowners aspire to have lush green lawns. Thriving, 
healthy lawns can make homeowners proud and improve 
their property values, as the lawns make homes more attract¬ 
ive to prospective buyers when those homes hit the market. While lush 
lawns won’t suddenly appear overnight, homeowners can take certain 
steps toward creating the stunning green lawns of their dreams. 

DON’T OVERREACT TO BROWN LAWNS. 

Lawns can turn brown for various reasons, but overreacting at the 
first sign of brown grass can make the situation worse. Some lawns turn 
brown because they have gone dormant to save energy for the cooler 
and more damp days to come. Applying fertilizer in such situations can 
damage rather than revitalize lawns. Fertilizers or chemicals applied to 
brown lawns may burn the lawn, creating additional stress that poten¬ 
tially hinders the lawns’ recovery. 

AERATE COMPACTED SOIL. 

Compacted soil maybe the culprit behind discolored lawns. Over 
time, soils of all kinds can become compacted, which prevents moisture 
from reaching a lawn’s roots. As a result, the roots don’t grow and 
the grass is denied the nutrients it needs to thrive. Aeration combats 
compacted soil by poking tiny holes in the ground to loosen the soil. 
Speak with a landscaping professional about the best time to aerate, 
which typically only needs to be done once per year. As compacted soil 


becomes looser, the lawn will become more resistant to drought and 
begin to resemble the lush green lawn you’re aiming for. 

RAISE YOUR MOWER BLADES. 

Some homeowners set their mower blades to the lowest possible 
setting so they can extend the intervals between cuts and reduce the 
number of times they mow in the hot summer sun. But cutting the 
grass too short exposes the soil to the sun, making it difficult for soil to 
retain moisture and promote deep, strong plant roots. When raising the 
blades, inspect them to make sure they are still sharp. Dull blades won’t 
cut the grass as cleanly as sharp ones, potentially causing tears in grass 
blades that invite disease and contribute to poor moisture retention. 

ADDRESS PEST PROBLEMS. 

Pests are unwanted guests who affect lawns in various ways, de¬ 
pending on the type of pest. Grubs feed on grass roots, while mites 
feed on the nutrient-rich juices that lawns need to thrive. Pest control 
may depend on the type of pest and how advanced the infestation is, so 
speak with a landscaping professional about your pest problems before 
attempting to combat the problem on your own. Letting a pest problem 
fester may force you to replace the lawn entirely, but addressing it 
promptly can likely save you both the cost and heartache associated 
with such a project. }*■ 
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The benefits of 

pruning trees and shrubs 


P runing trees and shrubs is necessary to ensure they maintain 
their health and vigor. Trees and shrubs should be inspected 
annually to determine if they need to be pruned. Mature trees 
typically do not need to be pruned as frequently as young trees, which 
need pruning to establish branch structure. Trees and shrubs that go 
years without pruning can become overgrown and weak. In addition 
to promoting tree and shrub health, pruning pays a host of other 
dividends. 

PRUNING REMOVES DEAD OR DISEASED BRANCHES. 

Pruning helps a tree or shrub maintain its shape and vigor by 
removing broken, dead or diseased branches that can be unsightly 
and make it more difficult for the tree or shrub to stay healthy. When 
broken, dead or diseased branches are removed, trees or shrubs look 
healthier and add aesthetic appeal to a property. 

PRUNING TREES AND SHRUBS PROMOTES GROWTH OF OTHER 
PLANTS. 


PRUNING CAN SOMETIMES BRING PLANTS BACK TO LIFE. 

Shrubs that have gone years without being pruned can sometimes 
still be salvaged. In some instances, pruning such shrubs can restore 
natural and healthy growth. 

PRUNING REDUCES RISK OF ACCIDENTS. 

Overgrown trees can interfere with power lines, increasing the risk 
of accidents and power outages. In addition, overgrown trees tend 
to have larger, weaker limbs, which can prove hazardous and cause 
property damage during storms. Pruning overgrown trees reduces the 
risk of such accidents. 

PRUNING CAN SAVE MONEY. 

Over time, overgrown trees might require professional assistance 
in order to be removed or pruned from a property. Homeowners who 
prune their trees as needed can save themselves the cost of a poten¬ 
tially pricey tree service. 


Trees and shrubs that go years without being pruned become 
overgrown, making it difficult for plants underneath or adjacent to 
them to grow in healthy. For example, grass beneath an overgrown 
tree might not get adequate sunlight, which it needs to establish 
strong roots so it can grow in lush and healthy. Pruning allows plants 
beneath the tree and shrub and even those next to the tree and shrub 
to grow in nicely. 



PRUNING ADDS CURB APPEAL. 

A property littered with overgrown trees and shrubs hurts a 
home’s curb appeal, giving prospective buyers the impression that 
homeowners might have been careless with regard to maintaining 
the whole house and not just the lawn. But trees and shrubs that are 
pruned and well-maintained can add to a home’s curb appeal, some¬ 
thing that goes a long way toward impressing prospective buyers. !«■ 


Brimstone 

BREWING CO, 

209 RIDGE RD N 
DOWNTOWN RIDGEWAY 

RESTAURANT | PUB | BEER STORE 
289-876-8657 
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Help your landscape survive drought 



D rought is a serious condition that can impact landscapes 

and natural resources tremendously. Drought occurs when 
there is a serious shortage of water, due in part to lackluster 
precipitation combined with hot, arid weather. As early as March of 
this year, a large portion of the United States already was experien¬ 
cing extreme drought and severe drought conditions, according to the 
National Climatic Data Center. The western coast of the United States 
as well as middle American states are notorious for drought condi¬ 
tions, but drought can occur anywhere should precipitation be scarce, 
particularly during the summer season. 

When droughts occur, restrictions often are placed on watering 
lawns or washing cars. People are urged to conserve water in any 
ways they can. It can be disconcerting to see all of one’s landscape dry 
up during a drought, and some homeowners wonder how they can 
preserve some of their plantings. 

The first step is to minimize or stop fertilization of lawns, says the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. Fertilizers often can cause 
the lawn to use up more water, so hold off on fertilization until wetter 
conditions return. Homeowners also should keep their lawns mowed 
at a higher height than normal. Raising the mowing height can 
encourage the development of deeper roots in the grass. Taller grass 
also will shade the soil and roots, reducing, in some effect, the rate of 
evaporation. 

Watering smartly also can help. Underground irrigation systems 


having the water settle on top. These types of systems reduce the 
amount of water that is wasted on sidewalks, driveways and other 
nonliving areas, because they’re specially laid out to deliver water 
where it’s needed. For those without such a system, keep sprinklers 
located only on green surfaces and turn down the pressure of the 
spray so water is not caught in the wind and blown elsewhere. 

Lawns do not need daily watering to thrive. If strict restrictions are 
placed on watering, heed them. Although the lawn will brown, it can 
be revived. Lawns without adequate water will simply go dormant. 
When conditions improve, the lawn can bounce back. 

Homeowners may want to direct watering to delicate plants and 
trees that would benefit more from the water. In fact, many ex¬ 
perts say that trees should get watering priority over lawns during 
droughts. 

To conserve water, homeowners can fill 5-gallon buckets with 
water and poke small holes in the bottom of the buckets so water can 
be delivered slowly and consistently to tree roots and garden beds. 

Drought can be a time of stress for many plants. Homeowners 
should reduce gardening efforts and disturbances as much as pos¬ 
sible. Now is the time to curtail mowing, thatching, aerating, plant¬ 
ing, and pruning. Let the landscape rest as it uses its energy to survive 
the harsh conditions. 

In addition to these management tips, homeowners can take 
precautionary measures against drought by choosing native, drought- 


I [ n Turn your backyard into • Rolling 

u r the perfect place for * Granular 

Your Territory relaxing, playing,dining, . A^ng 

* entertaining and enjoying • Overseeding 

yourself all summer. • Nematodes 

• Weed Control 


RON’S LAWNS 

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE 
905-892-6866 
1-800-567-3662 
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OUR PLANTS 

Annuals • Perennials • Hanging baskets • Planters • 
Cacti • Succulents • Vines • Vegetables • Herbs • Seeds 
and so much more! 


-1 



CUSTOM PLANTING 
Have your own containers but need our expert touch, 
bring them in and we will plant them for you. 


PREPARING YOUR BEDS 

We carry all your flower bed needs, with 
a full line of soils, mulch and peat moss. 


WE DELIVER 

Need some help getting your supplies and 
flowers home. We can help with our delivery. 


£ 


3335 Nigh Road 
at Burleigh Road 
905-894-2305 
ditschgreenhouses.com 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 


Open in April 
Monday - Wednesday 8-5 
Thursday - Friday 8-6 
Saturday 8-5 
Open in May 
everyday 


SPRING 2016 FLOURISH 21 







41 Jarvis Street, 
Fort Erie 
905-994-9222 
www.oldbankbistro.com 


Where Quality Food, 
Atmosphere and Value 
go hand in hand... 
You can bank on that! 


Niagara’s Celebration 
Destination 


Many new gluten 
free menu 
items available 
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CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCE? 



The difference is Miracle-Gro®. That’s because she planted 
her garden with Moisture Control® Potting Mix and later, fed 
her plants with one shake of Shake ‘n Feed®. It’s all you need 
to grow up to 2x the flowers and vegetables*. 


Get more out of your garden. 

MiracleGro.ca 


to The Scotts Company LLC, its affiliates, or partners. 


> Company LLC, all i 
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THE ORIGINAL 
RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE 

www.stamfordfirepla ces.co m 




